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1. 1n reply to the original SVP proposals (mede in the latter part of October)
for collaboration between the two autonomous provinces of Bolzano and Tren-
tino, the ASAR (the autoromist movement in the Trentino) suggested a joint
autonomy of the iwo provinces with the condition that laws of the Diet should
require a 5/7 majority. The SVP is reported to have rejected the suggestion
categoriecally, .

2. Conversations were then initiated between the SVP and the Italian Christian
Demoeratic Patty of the Tremtinc and the latter finally agreed to the origi-
nal SVP proposals if a clause were included providing for a joint sitting of
the two Diets when matters of common interest are under discussion. These
matters are to be strictly limited and to be specified in the autonomy ata-
tutes., .

(Comment: Under the original SVP proposals it was suggested
Thet the two Diets might sit together as a single Diet when
matters of common interest are under disenesion, but only if

both agres to the foint session.) i

3. On 7 February the Christian Democrats of the Trentino went to Bolsamo agaiw
to discuss the matter further. In the meantime they had been to Rome where
they had talked with Dr. Immocenti, As a result of these Rome talks the
Trentiners stated that, for internal political reasons. they could not nego-
tizte with the SVP on the agreed 1ines as their political opponents would sc-
cuee them of having bestrayed the idea of a joint sutonomy. They. therefaore,
urged the SVP to take the initiative and ts inform the Italism Anthorities
in Fome of the lengihs it was prepared to go in the question of provinecisl
versus regional autonowmy, thus foreing the SVP to take the responmibility
for the compromira solntion.

The new Diractorats of the SVP will reportedly meet in the neer future to
discuss this proposel and it is believed that, they will inform Rome that thay
have broken off negotiations with the Trentineras and have themselves worked

out the final terms for cooperation between the two autonomous provinces. It

is believed that the final terms will be substantially the same as the original -
SYP proposals, subject ta the one change concerning the ioint Diet mentioned
abovo. (Compent :Matters of common interest falling within the eomme etense
of the joint Diet are likely to be eonfined to publie watar power. vights of
native or natwralized persous, the tax system and the police.) SQUPISBNTTAL
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